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Tents and Tenants: After Echo Park Lake 
This exhibition is on display February 1-March 30, 2025 

at the Skid Row History Museum & Archive, a project of Los Angeles Poverty Department. 

Los Angeles, CA – The UCLA Luskin Institute on Inequality and Democracy is pleased to announce Tents and Tenants: 
After Echo Park Lake, a public exhibition about how poor people make the city their home, even in the face of state violence. 
Abandoned by the city during a global pandemic, unhoused organizers created an encampment at Echo Park Lake that 
soon became an uprising. The exhibition and associated public programs activate an archive of organizing histories that 
is intended to be the practice of a collective future. 

We invite you to join us for the opening of the exhibition on February 1, 2025 at 5pm, and for subsequent public programs 
including “Tenants in the Streets” (February 21, 7pm) and “The Liberatory Living Room” (March 21, 7pm). The exhibition 
opens amidst a new round of devastation, displacement, and dispossession in Los Angeles. We had always intended for 
it to illuminate the unending crisis that is racial capitalism, and now more than ever we hope that it will provide an 
occasion to strengthen community in the face of loss. What does it mean to understand the City of Angels from the vantage 
point of its most precarious residents, those constantly facing banishment and expulsion? 

The militarized eviction of the Echo Park Lake encampment in March 2021 was a pivotal moment in Los Angeles, one that 
demonstrated the police power of the state against unhoused communities. In its wake, we formed the After Echo Park 
Lake Research Collective which brought together university, movement, and encampment scholars. Our report, 
(Dis)Placement: The Fight for Housing and Community after Echo Park Lake, published a year after the eviction, repudiated 
the claims of power holders in the city that those displaced from the park had been housed. Instead, we drew attention 
to a condition of permanent displaceability for the poor. A key finding was that at a time of expanded housing resources 
underwritten by federal and state emergency relief funds, there was a perverse investment of public funds in the 
criminalization of poverty and in the carceral containment of the unhoused. 

https://challengeinequality.luskin.ucla.edu/2022/03/23/displacement/
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In sharp contrast to such carcerality, our research highlighted the infrastructures of community, envisioned by 
housed and unhoused organizers, including that which was built and sustained at Echo Park Lake. In a mission 
to preserve this important chapter in social movement history, the work of the After Echo Park Lake Research 
Collective continued, and in Summer 2023 the After Echo Park Lake Archive Collective formed in order to archive 
the histories of organizing at Echo Park Lake. This exhibition, and associated public programs, are an offering 
from the ongoing work of the collective. 

As was the case with the encampment, the Tents and Tenants: After Echo Park Lake exhibition aims to transform 
you from spectator into participant. In visiting the gallery, you are invited to spend time with narratives of the 
Echo Park Lake uprising as told by those who led and experienced it and who built complex relationships of love 
and conflict, often in public view. We hope that the exhibition will move you to reflect and respond, in relation to 
the city’s many histories, as well as its present moment of disaster. 

Public programs:  
Saturday, February 1, 2025 @ 5pm - Opening 
Friday, February 21, 2025 @ 7pm - Tenants in the Streets panel discussion 
Friday, March 21, 2025 @ 7pm - The Liberatory Living Room performance 

Skid Row History Museum & Archive address & hours:  
250 South Broadway, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 2-5pm and by appointment: info@lapovertydept.org 

Exhibition credits:  
This exhibition is organized by the UCLA Luskin Institute on Inequality and Democracy with support provided by 
the Mellon Foundation. It is on display February 1 – March 30, 2025 at the Skid Row History Museum & Archive, 
a project of Los Angeles Poverty Department. The After Echo Park Lake Archive can be accessed at the Skid Row 
History Museum & Archive. 

UCLA Luskin Institute on Inequality and Democracy’s Mission: 
The UCLA Luskin Institute on Inequality and Democracy advances research and scholarship concerned with 
displacement and dispossession in Los Angeles and elsewhere in the world. Working in alliance with social 
movements and communities on the frontlines of struggle, the Institute seeks to abolish structures of inequality. 
 
About the Los Angeles Poverty Department (LAPD): 
LAPD is a multi-disciplinary arts organization that produces and presents artworks and events that instantiate 
the existence of the Skid Row community—affirming its assets, advocating for its rights, and supporting its 
aspirations. LAPD projects interweave exhibitions, publications, theatrical performances, public conversations, 
and cultural events. Programs are developed, produced, and performed collaboratively with Skid Row community 
members. Founded in 1985 by John Malpede, LAPD was the first performance group in the nation made up 
principally of homeless people, and the first arts program of any kind for homeless people in Los Angeles.  

For more information, press only:  
Marisa Lemorande, Deputy Director 
UCLA Luskin Institute on Inequality and Democracy 
310-999-3133 / mlemorande@luskin.ucla.edu 
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